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Reasons for increased prices for prescription drugs in the U.S.
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/01/10/why-prescription-drugs-in-the-us-cost-so-much.html
Summary
	The increased cost of prescription drugs in the United States has become a point of concern for all residents in the U.S. According to statistics report released by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Americans spend more than $ 1200 on prescription drugs each year. This article describes this amount as a higher amount than what other people earn in any developed nation (Blumberg, 2019). The researchers have reviewed the conditions that could have accelerated the price of prescribed drugs in the past. Pharmaceutical companies in the past have contributed to the increase in the prices of prescribed drugs in the name of adoption and the cost of innovation. The pharmaceutical companies argued that more improved drugs ought to be expensive. This write up summarizes an article on the increased price of prescribed drugs in the US. 
	This study makes a contrary argument from the past research by arguing that the pharmaceutical companies are increasing the prices of the drugs that are already available. The study depicts a situation where the manufacturers are increasing the rates of the prescribed drugs that are already existing in the market rather than introducing new drugs. According to a study by Hernandez and other researchers discovered that approximately 27,000 prescription drugs rose by a significant rate. For instance, oral prescription drugs rose by 9% annually, while injectable prescribed drugs rose by 15% yearly (Blumberg, 2019). These rate changes reflect list rates set by pharmaceutical manufacturers though they rarely match the prices being paid by the consumers as they do not include insurance costs and rebates.
Evaluation of the study
	It can be argued that some manufacturers increased the prices of prescription drugs like generic and specialty drugs due to the entry of new medications in the market. Thus the increase in the prices is not a true reflection of the improvement of the drugs. However, the study did not account for a reliable portrayal of the U.S. marketplace. The marketplace is defined and influenced by several factors that may affect the pricing of the prescribed drugs in the U.S. the researcher takes the views of previous researchers who focused more on wholesale price numbers without focusing on the cost accrued by intermediaries along the supply chain. The article affirms that the government is in communication with the drug manufacturers as a way of making the price of the prescribed drugs more affordable to the citizens (Blumberg, 2019). However, this is not the only solution, as there are a wide range of factors affecting the price of the prescribed drugs in the U.S. 
	This article is essential in healthcare delivery in the U.S. as it reveals the main health issues facing the citizens. The problem of the increased price of prescribed drugs in the U.S is a huge concern for everyone as each citizen has to dig deep into his pocket to acquire quality medication in the country. The cost of prescription drugs contributes to the increased cost of healthcare in the U.S. hence affecting the wellbeing of the citizens. 
Documentation of the current issue
	The current issue was well documented in the research study by pointing much on reliable and most recent reports from the government. The research highlights the various measures the government is putting in place to solve the issue and make the price of the drugs more affordable.
Questions for discussion
For future research, the researcher may consider elaborating more on:
1. What are the other factors affecting the cost of prescribed drugs?
2. What is the role played by the government in controlling the cost of drugs in the U.S.?
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